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Mary in the Mail
INSIDE: The 15th Century on Our Shelves
Exhibit Connects with Students
website. As I wrote this note, several colleagues were 
preparing to host a theology doctoral seminar on his-
toriography; several of those students are conducting 
original research on Marian Library materials. We 
continue to build the collection — both the occasional 
purchase and the acquisition and accessioning of do-
nations, such as 50 boxes of books that have historical 
significance but arrived in Dayton with mildew that 
necessitated vacuuming and freezing. We also con-
ducted an inventory of the circulating books (approx-
imately 100,000 volumes), having done so previously 
for the rare books (approximately 12,000 volumes). 
We have improved monitoring of the environmental 
conditions in the Marian Library spaces in hopes of 
improved temperature and humidity control for the 
whole collection. There is quite a bit of maintenance 
work and “invisible” labor in libraries — though it 
rarely feels invisible to us!  
 
Last spring, when Father Thomas Thompson, S.M., 
stepped back from his editorial role on this newslet-
ter, I had some conversations with colleagues here 
at the Marian Library: What are readers looking for 
in this newsletter? What stories best convey what 
makes the Marian Library so special? What are the 
best ways to illustrate how this collection is being 
used? These conversations, combined with a desire to 
contain printing and postage expenses, have led us to 
an annual publication instead of a twice-yearly publi-
cation. However, we are not cutting back on content. 
I hope you will enjoy pieces on our work to describe 
and preserve collections; outreach activities with the 
University of Dayton community; and some featured 
collection items. We also feature interviews with two 
senior student employees in the Marian Library. It is 
a nice balance of our visible work and some glimpses 
behind the scenes. We love sharing this collection in 
person, online and on the pages of this newsletter. If 
you are longing for more content, please take a look 
at the Marian Library’s blog and other social media 







Director of the Marian Library
It has been an exciting few months in the Marian 
Library. The Library’s Nativity collection, probably 
the most widely known subset of the Marian Library 
collections, was featured on CBS Sunday Morning a 
few days before Christmas 2019. This was a major  
undertaking, involving hours of work from UD’s  
media relations department and multiple days of 
availability and last-minute work on the part of 
Marian Library professionals. Although the CBS 
team did not choose to focus on some of our favor-
ite pieces in this year’s exhibit, my colleagues and I 
consider the end result a terrific piece on the Nativity 
tradition and its ongoing significance to Christians. 
We received many comments about the feature from 
exhibit visitors, including some from Dayton who had 
not known about the collection until they saw it on 
national television. This year’s exhibit was especially 
meaningful since it focused on the dedication and 
talents of the Marian Library’s volunteers. 
 
The Marian Library team curates and promotes these 
highly visible exhibits. Last fiscal year, we also hosted 
69 visiting undergraduate classes and tour groups 
and answered at least 700 questions in person, on the 
phone or via email. (We try to record all of this data, 
but sometimes questions come so quickly or at such 
strange times that we forget!) In that same period, 
the Marian Library logged almost 700,000 visits to its 
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From the
Filming of the feature with CBS correspondent Nikki Battiste.
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Rare Books
These are not necessarily our most beautiful books; 
the designs on some of the bindings are worn away; 
some are damaged with wormholes; and some of the 
pages are torn or water-stained. The importance of 
these items lies in their age and their content, and 
their presence adds to the Marian Library’s reputa-
tion as a world-class library.
Thirty books published before 1500 are  
the heart of the Marian Library’s rare books  
collection. These are called incunabula, a 
Latin term related to the word “cradle,” as 
they represent the infancy of printing with 
movable type in the West.
Li Miracoli della Madonna, or The Miracles of the 
Madonna, was popular across medieval Europe, 
and many publishers/printers produced editions. 
These were so avidly read and enjoyed that despite 
their widespread distribution, very few remain. The 
Marian Library collection contains one published in 
Venice in 1490 — one of only three copies remaining 
in the world.
How do we know this? An online database called the 
Incunabula Short Title Catalog (ISTC), hosted at the 
British Library, is an outstanding bibliography of 
incunabula. Libraries from around the world can add 
their name to an edition’s record so that, at a glance, a 
scholar can see how many copies exist, where they 
BY JOAN MILLIGAN
Treasures of 15th Century Europe
Woodcut of Madonna and 
child from Johann von 
Paltz’s Die himmlische 
Fundgrube, 1495.
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can be found and other details. For instance, the ISTC 
record for our oldest printed book, Sermones aurei  
de sanctis, published in 1473, lists the locations of 
more than 80 other copies in the world. Libraries  
can include specific information, such as if a copy is 
missing a few leaves. In addition, many records have 
links to digitized versions, which can be helpful in 
identifying partial copies, verifying information or 
providing clues to other questions. 
In the fall of 2019, the University of Dayton Libraries 
updated the record for each of these volumes. It is im-
portant to have a detailed description, as details are 
often what interest scholars most. Titles are usually 
the incipit (first words of the text) and often differ 
from what the owner had embossed on the spine. 
Each record contains a note of the collation of  
signatures —  printed sheets that are folded, sewn  
and cut as a single unit — because this, when  
compared to other copies, may indicate where the  
author made changes. Some books have space for 
large, illuminated initials to be added to the text,  
and sometimes illustrations are hand-tinted. All of 
this goes into the record, which takes time.
Many of the Marian Library’s incunabula are sermons 
or theological works, one of which is a copy of the  
interpretation of Ave Maria by the infamous monk  
Girolamo Savonarola, whose zealotry managed to 
have the Medicis expelled from Florence for a time. 
The collection also includes devotional works;  
med itations; and books on various topics such as  
the rosary and St. Anne, Mary’s mother. Some have 
clasps or ties; some have notes in the margin or  
writing on the fore edges; many have the name of a 
previous owner written in ink with a flourish. 
Simply viewing the collection of incunabula brings 
history closer to the reader. Careful preservation has 
made it possible to experience the passion and faith 
of European readers who held the same books in their 
hands 500 years ago. 
— Joan Milligan is the special collections cataloger in 
the University of Dayton Libraries. She has a master’s 
in library and information science and has trained at 
the Rare Book School in Charlottesville, Virginia, in the 
description of rare materials.
How long have you been  
working in the Marian Library?
I’ve been here ever since I started 
school three years ago. My first 
year, I started working in the 
stacks and focused on preparing new acquisitions  
and shelving books. I figured out what the call  
number system was all about, and the view from 
the seventh-story window was always beautiful too. 
There’s nothing like seeing the Dayton city skyline 
from above. Now, I work at the front desk assisting 
patrons and working on various projects.
What year are you? What is your major? This is 
my senior year of college, and it’s hard to believe that 
my time here is almost over! I’m majoring in com-
munication with a minor in religious studies and a 
concentration in journalism. 
MELODY CONRAD
Saluting Senior  
Student Employees
STAFF SPOTLIGHT
The Marian Library is very fortunate to have a won-
derful support staff of student employees. They do  
everything from staffing the reception desk to re- 
shelving books; working with databases to interpret-
ing exhibits; answering patron questions to delving 
into the collections. They are willing to assist where 
needed and adapt to the demands of any given day. 
The Marian Library has two members of the under-
graduate Class of 2020 on its staff. Both have been 
employed at the Marian Library since early in their 
college careers, and both have been invaluable. 
FACULTY & STAFF
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What are some of your routine responsibilities in 
the Marian Library? I mainly work at the front desk 
at the Marian Library. My job consists of helping the 
patrons who come to visit the library. This could mean 
answering questions about the library, providing a 
tour of the crèche museum and current exhibit,  
checking books in and out, reshelving the books 
when they have been returned and helping patrons 
purchase books if they so choose. I also help with the 
upkeep of the library by cleaning the different rooms 
and pieces on display. I also help complete a variety  
of different projects.
What is one of the more interesting parts of your 
job here? One of the more interesting parts of my 
job is seeing all the wonderful things that the Marian 
Library holds. By working in the library, I have been 
exposed to beautiful works of art, thousands of dif-
ferent crèches, and older artifacts. The library always 
has something new to showcase, and when I think 
I have seen it all, another item is brought forward. I 
love Christmastime at the Marian Library the most 
because of all the beautiful crèches that are put on 
display. I have been fortunate enough to help set up 
several of the pieces, and the creativity and patience 
that were put into these works is admirable.  
EMILY TRICK
How long have you been  
working in the Marian Library?
 I have been working in the Marian 
Library for two years.
What year are you? What is your major? I am 
a senior this year, majoring in pre-physical therapy 
with a minor in psychology.
What about you may surprise people? I am an 
artistic person and love to draw and create different 
themes in my Bullet Journal. I made my first Bullet 
Journal my junior year and enjoyed it so much that I 
am currently on my second journal for this year.
What about you may surprise people? I love  
singing at weddings and other venues! My friend 
plays acoustic guitar and sings, and I add in harmo-
nies or sing lead on certain songs. We sing a lot of 
Christian, country and “oldies” music (think John 
Denver) and have a blast doing it.  
What are some of your routine responsibilities 
in the Marian Library? At the front desk, I greet pa-
trons and retrieve books from the stacks. Periodically, 
I’ll work on specialized tasks from the staff as well, 
whether that involves looking up church directories 
or transferring a a 100-plus-page document, written 
in French, from a binder to Excel. I like helping out  
in any way I can!
What is one of the more interesting parts of 
your job here? During Christmastime, I really  
enjoyed taking the docent training and learning about 
the various Nativities on display. When my friends 
and I passed through the library one day, I pulled 
them over to the gallery on the first floor and began 
spouting off information about the “hipster” Nativ-
ity and the restoration methods of other Nativities 
behind glass. When patrons would come to visit the 
seventh floor, I would sometimes offer up informa-
tion I’d recently learned just because I wanted them 
to know a little more about what they were viewing. 
The crèche collection is such a fascinating part of our 
library, and I enjoy sharing what I know with others.
SARAH B. CAHALAN 
Associate Professor; Director of the Marian Library
MICHELE DEVITT 
Curatorial Assistant and Volunteer Coordinator
JILLIAN EWALT 
Associate Professor; Librarian for Visual Resources
HENRY HANDLEY 
Assistant Professor; Collections Librarian
KAYLA HARRIS 
Assistant Professor; Librarian/Archivist  
SHARI NEILSON 
Administrative Assistant and Office Coordinator
FATHER THOMAS THOMPSON, S.M. 




Communications Coordinator and Graphic Designer
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Since its beginning in 1943, the 
Marian Library has collected 
materials from all over the world 
in dozens of languages. The first 
library volunteers reached out to 
communities in the United States 
and other parts of the world to 
share the Booklist of the Marian  
Library, an initial list of 2,607 
Marian titles. The Booklist was 
used by “branch directors” in 
communities around the globe — 
including Lima, Peru, and Ixopo, 
South Africa — to inform their 
own library collection develop-
ment and to report back on  
additional Marian books. Since 
then, the catalog has gone on-
line, making available more than 
112,000 volumes. The interna-
tional perspective of Mary that 
shaped the Marian Library and International Marian 
Research Institute has been a strong influence on 
collection development.
Today the Marian Library has resources in approxi-
mately 150 languages. Recently, the library decided 
to tackle a backlog of books in 46 languages, many 
in non-Roman scripts. The new languages added to 
the collection include Hmong; Sinhalese; Thai; six 
languages of central and south  
Africa — Bemba, Ganda, Kikuyu, 
Nyanja, Sesotho, and a Niger- 
Congo language; two languages  
of India — Malayalam and  
Bengali; two Filipino languages — 
Visayan and Waray; and, from the 
Americas, books in the Inuit and 
Tojolabal languages. The majority 
of items were in Ukrainian and 
Polish. The rest were additions to 
languages already present in the 
collection, such as Hindi, Maltese, 
Swahili, Vietnamese, and many 
others. With so few works in these 
languages available, it is great to 
have their representation in the 
collection increase.
Some of the highlights of newly 
cataloged books include books 
about Our Lady of Lourdes in 
BY HENRY HANDLEY & JOAN MILLIGAN
Libraries utilize a wealth of  
linguistic familiarity among 
faculty, staff, students; outside 
experts and libraries provide 
cataloging consultation, too.
Ottoman Turkish in Armenian script; about St. 
Bernadette in Tamil; about Our Lady of Fatima in 
the Chewa dialect of Nyanja; on the rosary in Kikuyu 
and Lithuanian; and about Marian shrines in Zagreb, 
Croatia, and Mumbai, India, in Croatian and Marathi. 
One of the oldest items is an 1833 Czech pamphlet 
about a church named for Mary in Prague, but the 
project’s books range from some older beautiful, frag-
ile novenas to shiny new paperbacks.
Myriad Materials and Myriad Languages 
in the Marian Library
An 1895 book on St. Bernadette in Tamil
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Many of the books in the Marian Library’s collection 
are gifts from vowed religious, IMRI students and 
missionaries who travel the world and bring them 
back. Some are from library collections the Marian 
Library has absorbed, both institutional and private. 
The Marian Library also makes special purchases, 
such as the acquisition in 2019 of a 19th-century  
book in Yakama, a native language from the Pacific 
Northwest, written by a priest. 
In April 2019, staff from the Marian Library met  
with staff from the University Libraries’ information 
acquisition and organization (IAO) department to 
discuss the possibility of outsourcing the creation 
and revision of records for some of the Marian 
Library’s materials in non-Roman scripts. Brother 
Andrew Kosmowski, S.M., a librarian at the Marian 
Library at the time, had already taken the initiative 
to search for items in the global library cooperative 
OCLC, identify languages and establish what could 
be cataloged from existing records. Together with 
special collections cataloger Joan Milligan, they whit-
tled away at uncataloged materials until it became 
apparent that outsourcing the remaining 300 was 
necessary. 
Two library service companies with national reputa-
tions won the bids for several languages. The Polish, 
Czech and Slovak titles went to a cataloger Milligan 
met in a cataloging class at the Rare Book School 
in Charlottesville, Virginia. Ohio State University 
librarians cataloged some Arabic, Greek, Chinese, 
Korean and Japanese materials, including two 
children’s books from the Father Alfred Boeddeker, 
O.F.M., collection still being processed by collections 
librarian Henry Handley and student employees. In 
addition, Richard Lenar, an IMRI student, created a 
detailed spreadsheet of information for more than 
50 Ukrainian books and pamphlets, which Milligan 
turned into bibliographic records now accessible 
through the catalog.
About a third of the Library’s works are in English. 
Most new acquisitions are in English, and other 
languages such as French, Spanish, Italian and Ger-
man can be cataloged in house. Every now and then, 
library staff and students help out. The most recent 
survey in 2019 showed an astonishing wealth of  
language ability in the University Libraries, with  
people who can read Arabic, Mandarin Chinese, 
Czech, French, German, Greek, Hindi, Hebrew,  
Korean, Latin, Marathi, Norwegian, Punjabi, Russian, 
Spanish, Telugu and Ukranian. 
— Henry Handley is an assistant professor and collec-
tions librarian in the Marian Library. Joan Milligan is 
the University Libraries’ special  collections cataloger.
Top left:  An 1881 Ottoman Turkish translation of Louis Gaston 
de Ségur’s Merveilles de Lourdes (written in Aremenian script). 
Top right: Ukrainian pamphlet titled “Mary Our Queen.” Bottom 
left: A 2015 Korean book on the rosary. Bottom right: Maria-sa-
ma no hoshi no ohanashi (a transliteration), a Japanese board 
book by Aiko Yamamoto. 
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     Glimpses of Art,   
  Worship, Travel  
in 1930s EuropeBY KAYLA HARRIS
the worst art disasters in history with more than  
400 paintings and 300 sculptures lost from the  
flames or looting.1
LÜBECK, GERMANY
In 1931, Williams spent time in Lübeck, Germany,  
and included in her diary a postcard of the Darssow 
Madonna sculpture in St. Mary’s Church (Marien-
kirche). Lübeck was one of the first German cities 
to be heavily bombed by the Royal Air Force, and 
St. Mary’s Church was hit along with other historic 
structures. According to a description at the  
Harvard Art Museum for a replica of the Darssow 
Madonna statue, the original was destroyed in World 
War II.2 Although the church and the town of Lübeck 
have been restored, the bells that fell from the towers 
of the Marienkirche were left in their exact location, 
partially melted into the floor from fire, as a memori-
al and reminder. 
Visiting Holy Spirit Hospital (Heiligen Geist Hospital) 
in Lübeck, Williams writes, “three beautiful altars, 
carved out of one block of wood are Madonna and  
virgins with curling hair gilded, saints and kings in 
robes of wonderful colors.” 
With many things for its readers yet to discover —  
including research into Williams herself, her life 
story and her politics — this diary will be a welcome 
addition for students who come to the Marian  
Library to engage with primary source materials. 
– Kayla Harris is a librarian and archivist for the  
Marian Library.
A recent acquisition to the Marian Library’s archival 
collections is a travel diary by a 22-year-old part-time 
governess, Mary Elizabeth Williams, documenting 
her travels throughout Europe from 1930 to 1932, 
with much of her time in Germany. Departing from 
London, she writes in English, but being fluent in 
German, she frequently switches between the two 
languages. Her words are accompanied by photo-
graphs and postcards she collected. What makes 
this diary a special addition to the Marian Library’s 
collections is her commentary on attending Mass  
in various churches, as well as her musings and  
descriptions of Marian artwork and architecture. 
BERLIN
“Today I went to see the German and Netherlandish 
parts of the Kaiser Friedrich Museum,” Williams 
writes from Berlin. “I felt foolishly dispirited on my 
arrival at the Museum, and gazed on the carved  
figures of our Lady and her Saints at first with lack- 
luster eye. Gradually I forgot myself as I looked into 
the wondrous pictures of Van Eyck, Memlinc [sic], 
Dürer and Baldung. I saw only the poignant expres-
sions of the faces, the soft ripples of our Lady’s hair 
and the rich depths of coloring, and piece [sic] came 
upon me, and joy most exquisite.” 
Only a few years later during World War II, museums 
throughout Nazi Germany evacuated some of the na-
tion’s most valuable and precious artwork to antiair-
craft towers, known as Flaktürme, in an effort to pro-
tect them from bombing and destruction. However, 
on May 6, 1945, fire broke out in the Friedrichshain  
tower that held items from the Kaiser Friedrich  
Museum (renamed the Bode Museum in 1956). The 
Flaktürme Friedrichshain fire is considered one of 
1 National Gallery of Art. “Beauty, Fire & Memory: Lost Art of the  
Kaiser-Friedrich-Museum.” 
2 Harvard Art Museum. “Replica of the Darssow Madonna, Lübeck (1420).” 
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS
TWO 18TH-CENTURY AMULETS  
The Marian amulet’s German title claims 
it is “the certain true length and width of 
Our Dear Lady,” though it measures over 
6 feet long and only 2 1/2 inches wide. 
The second holy length claims to be the 
true length of the body of Jesus Christ, as 
Pope Clement VIII sanctioned a discovery 
of Christ’s height in Jerusalem. Since the 
Marian amulet invokes the silk ribbons that 
were given to pilgrims to the Holy House  
of Loreto, one or both may have belonged 
to pilgrims. These amulets add to the 
Marian Library’s numerous materials that 
document Marian and Catholic devotion  
in printing history and are testaments  
to the importance of Mary’s role in the 
Incarnation.
 ‘JOSÉ Y MARIA’  
This 2014 print, 
“José y Maria,” by 
Everett Patterson, 
re-envisions the 
parents of Jesus in 
contemporary times. 
The Marian Library 
acquired this print in 
the fall of 2019. It will 
be featured in the 
upcoming exhibit “Refuge: Borderlands 
and the Blessed Virgin.”
It’s New to Us!
COLLECTIONS HIGHLIGHT
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The collection has stamps from more than 180  
countries. These tiny, sticky rectangles contain 
prints of Renaissance paintings, Nativity scenes,  
cathedrals, statues and a variety of cultural depic-
tions of the Madonna and Child found nowhere else 
in the Marian Library’s collections. In fact, during the 
1990s, the Marian Library could brag that it was only 
one extremely rare stamp short of a complete collec-
tion of Marian stamps going back to the year 1920.
This collection is largely to the credit of the late  
Marianist Brother Eugene Claret, an avid stamp  
collector in Fribourg, Switzerland, who donated 
2,500 of his own stamps to the Marian Library’s  
collection. He organized the collection into bind-
A gift in honor of the Marian Library’s 75th anniver-
sary is ensuring that a renowned collection of more 
than 9,000 Marian postage stamps from around the 
world receives the protection, storage and organiza-
tion it needs to remain accessible for years to come.
The gift, from donor Marylou Hipskind ’72, made 
possible the purchase of 20 archival binders with 
welded plastic pages; it’s also supporting digitization 
and the creation of improved finding aids for greater 
curricular and research access; the balance of Hips-
kind’s gift is funding the conservation of a rare book.
Donation toward Preservation Receives
BY MELANIE ZEBROWSKI
The Marian Library receives a generous  
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ers arranged by continent and country, each plas-
tic-sleeved page assembled with care and creative 
flair. Unfortunately, these binders and their pages 
have deteriorated. The adhesive on the plastic sleeves 
became brittle and weak, and the stamps began fall-
ing into disarray. Time had turned these once pristine 
binders into a chaotic mess, and those who worked 
in the Marian Library feared opening the binders or 
touching the pages would place them at risk of great-
er damage and disorder.
Though every stamp is being moved to a new binder, 
staff are preserving Claret’s organization and layouts. 
What does change, however, is accessibility to this 
collection. Archivist and librarian Kayla Harris has 
begun creating new finding aids, and high-resolution 
digital images of the stamps are gradually being  
added to the online institutional repository. In addi-
tion, a board on the Marian Library’s Pinterest page 
(@MarianLibraryUD) features an array of stamps 
from the collection. 
The Marian Library stamp collection illustrates well 
the way time changes everything. From an archi-
val perspective, time disintegrates the glue holding 
things together, weakens bonds, fades paper and 
leads almost all materials toward dissolution and 
decay. From a global perspective, time changes the 
faces of countries and the world — whether with new 
borders, new names or the transformation of cultural 
and physical landscapes. Marian stamps in the col-
lection come from countries that no longer exist and 
countries that are so tiny or remote that people might 
go their entire lives without hearing of them.
It only takes something as tiny as a postage stamp to 
forge an identity and a lasting memory. Preservation 
doesn’t stop time from erasing history — but it does 
give the chance to delay it. For those who understand 
the importance of such endeavors, the Marian  
Library extends its deepest gratitude. 
– Melanie Zebrowski is a library specialist in the  
Marian Library.
Transferring the stamps, one-by-one, from original 
storage binders into the new archival-quality binders 






How do you entice busy college students to take time 
out from their jam-packed days to visit an exhibit? 
What’s more, an exhibit in a library that begins on the 
first floor, but continues up to the unfamiliar seventh 
floor? The answer is to tie it in with something they 
need — housing points.
Housing choice is a high priority for many students  
at the University of Dayton. Several years ago, the 
University changed its method for assigning housing 
to a point system called AVIATE, short for “a vision 
for integrated, applied and transformative educa-
tion.” Students receive points for participating in 
events that support the program’s learning goals of 
authorship, interculturalism and community living. 
The more points students accumulate, the better 
chance they have of securing preferred housing for 
the next academic year.
In 2019, the University Libraries marketing and  
outreach team designed a new AVIATE event for At 
the Manger: World Nativity Traditions, its annual 
exhibition of Nativity scenes from around the world, 
to support the learning goal of interculturalism.
“At the Manger was a natural fit for this learning 
goal because it is organized around a central theme 
of celebrating diversity in Christmas traditions and 
representations,” offered Katy Kelly, associate pro-
fessor and coordinator of marketing and engagement 
in the University Libraries, who took the lead on this 
endeavor.
The plan was for each participant to pick up a reflec-
tion sheet in the first-floor lobby, explore the exhibit 
on the first and seventh floors, then write reflective 
responses in the Marian Library. Each student’s visit 
was expected to take about 30 to 45 minutes.
THEY ANSWERED THE CALL
Over 450 undergraduates visited At the Manger over 
the course of three open house-style sessions. Based 
on responses on the reflection sheets, 51% of partici-
pants had never seen a Nativity from a culture other 
than their own. Questions included, “Why do you 
think this diverse collection is important to preserve, 
share and grow?” and, “In what ways did this program 
enhance your appreciation of the Marianist heritage 
of the University of Dayton?” A sampling of their 
answers: 
 • “It gave me a greater understanding of just how   
  universal the Nativity scene is.” 
 • “This program allowed me to have a broader  
  perception of the birth of Jesus. The many  
  beautiful and seemingly irreplaceable pieces   
  gave me a sense of gratitude.”
   Students flock to At the Manger for housing points and leave with a  




Photo by Lucy Rauker, student photographer, 
College of Arts and Sciences
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 • “I knew the Nativity sets were on campus but  
  never had a chance to view them all and see the  
  dedication of different cultures.” 
 • “I think sometimes I get too caught up in the  
  stress of college that I forget about my faith.  
  Programs like this remind me not only of UD’s  
  heritage, but also of my own.”
And, as a bonus, the average score for the likelihood 
of visiting the Marian Library again was a 4 out of 5  
(5 being “very likely”). Success! It seems that  
students left the exhibit with much more than just 
housing points — which was the real point, after all.
— Ann Zlotnik is a graphic designer and the communi-
cations coordinator for the Marian Library
  
One of the students’ favorites was “Hipster Nativity” (above). The 
students also selected a trio of Nativities from Mexico and “The Holy 
Family,” which is a depiction of the Nativity in St. Peter’s Square.
INSTRUCTION & OUTREACH
Photo by Katy Kelly
Photo by Lucy Rauker




NOW THROUGH JULY 17, 2020
Visit the Marian Library Gallery 
8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. Monday–Friday
Seventh floor of Roesch Library 
See udayton.edu/marianlibrary for more detailed  
information, as well as parking and directions. For  
special arrangements or to schedule a group tour,  
email marianlibrary@udayton.edu or call 937-229-4214. 
AUG. 3 – NOV. 6, 2020
Refuge: Borderlands and the Blessed Virgin
COMING NOVEMBER 2020
At the Manger: World Nativity Traditions
Featuring ‘Juggling the Middle Ages’  




Introduced in 1869, the postcard became one of the 
most universal travel souvenirs of the 20th century. 
With an image on one side and room for a delivery 
address and a short message on the back, the postcard 
was one of the most affordable ways to share travel 
experiences — the original Instagram! Sending a  
postcard was a way of connecting to family and 
friends while thinking of them on one’s journey; 
receiving a postcard in the mail was a happy occasion 
that introduced many people to faraway lands they 
might never visit. This art form not only bridged  
long distances, but also captured fleeting moments  
of time.
MARY ACROSS CULTURES AND DECADES
The Marian Library’s expansive postcard collection 
reveals a devotion to Mary that has spanned centu-
ries and spread around the globe. Images showcase 
artwork, churches and Marian references unique to 
the cultures in which they’re found. Not only that, 
they have helped in the documentation of some of 
the most obscure and unknown titles of Mary. Often, 
the postcard is the only artifact or research resource 
known to exist on a given topic, site or work within 
the Marian Library collections.
Beyond the interesting images are the equally fas-
cinating messages written on the back. From short 
greetings to heartfelt letters, the different styles of 
handwriting and penmanship are artworks in them-
selves. Often written in French, Spanish or German, 
the cards illustrate the Marian Library’s international 
presence. Many of the cards are addressed to Father 
Raymond Roesch, S.M., president of UD from 1959 
to 1979, and Father Theodore Koehler, S.M., director 
of the Marian Library from 1969 to 1986 and founder 
of the International Marian Research Institute — 
though the collection also contains postcards sent  
to other university presidents and prominent people 
in UD’s history. The collection predates the Marian 
Library’s formation (1943), with many postcards  
dating back to the early 1900s.
A PERSONAL CONNECTION
For me, these postcards are able to showcase a cen-
tury of history through a very personal lens. While 
searching through over 1,000 cards, I happened upon 
one from the 1950s with a return address on the same 
street that my grandma used to live on. Surprisingly, 
my dad even knew the woman who sent it. Spooky? 
Or serendipitous?
You never know the connections you’ll make when 
you start exploring the past, and there’s no better 
place to begin than in an archive.
BROWSE THE ARCHIVES LIVE OR ONLINE
Want to learn more about the unique items in the 
Marian Library? We invite you to check out eCom-
mons (ecommons.udayton.edu), the University of 
Dayton’s institutional repository, and ArchivesSpace 
(archivescatalog.udayton.edu) — two wonderful 
resources that give you a glimpse of what the libraries 
have to offer. Browse collections and individual items, 
and if something sparks your interest, don’t hesitate 
to come see it in person! 
The Original Instagram
BY MELANIE ZEBROWSKI
Did you know  
the Marian Library 
has over 41,000  
postcards from all 
around the world?
Left: Sanctuary of Fátima postcard, 
circa 1970. Center: Picture postcard 
depicting visitors at the Rosary  
Observatory in Valfleury, France, 
circa 1908. Right: Santa Maria dei 
Servi postcard, India, circa 1970.
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PUZZLE ACTIVITY
Find and circle the 12 differences between the authentic image  
on the left and the altered image on the right. 




The tradition of Black Madonnas dates back to medieval Europe. This Epinal*  
engraving depicts a Black Madonna sculpture in the Cathedral of Notre Dame du 
Puy, a pilgrimage site in France since the fifth century. The cathedral is one of the 
oldest Marian sanctuaries in Europe. Built on the rocks high above the city, it  
resembles a ship sailing out to sea. 
Check your answers at udayton.edu/marianlibrary/puzzle-answer
*Epinal prints are named for a region in France where colorful commercial prints of  
public figures and religious topics were produced beginning in the late 1700s. Andrée 
Jaclet emulated this tradition in her 1950s prints of different religious subjects.
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